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Nixon Talks About 




Fund Violations 
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San Clemente 

President Nixon said at ' 
a news conference yester- 
day that both the Demo- 
cratic and Republican par- 
ties have apparently com- 
mitted “technical viola- 
tions” of the new cam- 
paign spending and re- 
porting law. 

He refused to specify the 
Democratic violations, but 
said they would be divulged 
by investigators later this 
week. 

Meanwhile, he reaffirmed 
his faith in Maurice Stans,, 
treasurer of the finance 
Committee for the ; : R e- 
Election of the President, 
and expressed confidence 
that Stans would correct 



“whatever technical viola- 
tions have occurred” and 
would, “thoroughly comply ' 
with the law.” 

The General Accounting 
Office released an audit of 
Stans’ financial operations 
last week citing nine appar- 
ent violations of the law gov- 
erning campaign contribu- 
tions. 

Senator George S. McGov- " 
ern, the Democratic presi- 
dential nominee has since 
been taunting the Nixon ad- 
ministration on the issue al- 
most daily while claiming 
that his own campaign fi- 
nances are above reproach. / 

ROLES 

Mr. Nixon made his com- 
ments on the financial con- 
troversy at a news confer- 
ence here at which he ap- 
peared both in his role as 
President and his role as 
leader of his party and can- 
didate for re-election. 

Wearing his “presiden- 
tial” hat, Mr. Nixon dealt 
with questions on Vietnam . 
and discussed his forthcom- 
ing trip to Hawaii to confer 
$ith Japanese Premier Kal- 
kuei Tanaka. 

In his role as candidate . 
and party leader, Mr, Nixon 
defended his political opera- 
tives against various 
charges ■ — including the 
bugging o f Democratic 
headquarters at the Water- 
gate Hotel in Washington — 
set forth some of his plans 
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and hopes for the coming 
campaign, and pledged that 
if he won the “new majori- 
ty” he seeks, the first six 
months of his second term in 
the White House would be as 
exciting as President Roos- 
evelt’s first 100 days in 1933. 

Though he sought to keep 
the two roles separate, some 
of his comments suggested , 
that the distinction may be 
hard to maintain in the 
weeks ahead. Discussing the 
prospects for peace in Viet- 
nam, for example, he spoke 
of his own efforts to achieve 
a negotiated settlement but 
then, in a clear reference to 
McGovern, he said: 

“I think there are those 
who have faulted this ad- 
ministration on its efforts to 
seek peace, but those who 
fault it, I would respectfully 
suggest, are ones that would 
have the United States seek 
peace at the cost of surren- 
der, dishonor, and the de - ' 
struetion of the ability of the 
United States to conduct for- 
eign policy in a responsible 
way. 

“We will seek peace,” he 
went on. “We will seek bet- 
ter relations with our adver- 
saries, but we are going to 
keep t h e United States 
strong. We are going to re- 
sist the efforts of those yho 
would cut our defense budg- 
et to make us second to any 
„ power in the .world.” 
BIZARRE 

On the Watergate bugging 
issue, which the McGovern 
forces have also seized upon 
as an illustration of unethi- 
cal behavior in the Nixon 
. camp, the President said 
' that an investigation carried 
out at his express instruc- 
tions by John Bean, counsel 
to the President, has Satis- : 
fied him. that “no one in the 
- White House staff, no one in 
this administration, present- 
ly employed, was involved 
in this very bizarre inci- 
‘ dent.” 

The phrase “presently em- 
ployed,” appeared to have 
been an allusion to the fact 
that E. Howard Hunt, who 
once worked for special 
counsel to the President 



Charles Colson, has been 
mentioned frequently i n 
connection with the bugging 
incident. 1 

Mr. Nixon also noted var- 
ious other investigations of 
the incident now under way, 
including one under the su- 
pervision of Clark MacGre- 
gor, director of the re- 
election committee. 

“I think under these cir- 
cumstances we are doing ev- 
erything we can to take this 
incident and to investigate it 
and not to cover it up,” Mr. 
Nixon said. “What really 
hurts in matters of this sort 
is not the fact that they oc- 
c u r, because overzealous 



people' i n campaigns . do 
. things that are wrong. What 
really hurts is if you try to 
cover it up.” 

PENALTY 

Mr. Nixon did not discuss 
specific campaign issues in 
any detail, except to say, in 
answer to a question, that 
his views on amnesty and 
McGovern’s were clearly 
different. He said that those 
who left the country to es- 
cape the draft must “pay 
the penalty” for breaking 
the law. 

In more general language, 
however, Mr. Nixon gave 
some glimpses of his strate- 
gies and hopes. His basic 
ambition, he said, is to 
achieve a “clear majority” 
of the American people and, 
thereby, a clear mandate for 
gradual reform — what Mr. 
Nixon -described as “change 
that works.” 

By “clear majority,” he 
said, ■ he did not mean a . 
“new coalition.” He said he 
rejected the idea of a “new 
coalition” because the very 
notion of a coalition “is not 
a healthy thing in a free so- 
ciety.” 

Then, spelling out some of 
the beliefs he hoped would 
attract a “new majority,” 
he said he wished for a clear 
mandate for a firm defense 
policy; a clear mandate for 
revenue sharing, welfare re- 
form, control of the environ- 
ment, new health programs 
and what he described as 



“progress without raising 
taxes.” 

McGovern has called for 
many of the same pro- 
grams, but his price tags as 
a rule are more expensive 
than Mr. Nixon’s, and the 
President is clearly hoping, 
that the electorate will give 
his obviously more cautious -, 
approach to national prob- : 
lems a resounding vote of 1 
confidence. 

The President all but j 
conceded that even if he re- j 
ceived a “clear majority” of j 
the electorate it would be 
very difficult to win a Re- 
publican majority in the 
House and Senate. However, 
he indicated, he would glad- 
ly settle for what in effect 
would be an ideological ma- 
jority — a combination of 
Democrats and Republicans 
“who support what the Pres- 
ident believes- in.” 

Turning to his own role in 
the forthcoming campaign, 
Mr. Nixon said he consid- 
ers the election “enor- : 
mously. important” because , 
it provides the “clearest : 
choice that certainly I have 
seen in my political life- j 
time.” He said that he and 1 
his colleagues would “have • 
to hit hard on the issues, in 
other words, hit hard on the 
problems, and not on the 
personalities.” 




